Socioeconomic impact of fibrositis. A study of 81 patients with primary fibrositis.
Demographics and health service utilization were studied for 81 patients with fibrositis during 1985. Patients reported high levels of pain, mild disability, and moderate impairment of global health. Work disability was limited and only 6.3 percent described themselves as disabled. Employed patients were able to work full work weeks. Utilization of outpatient medical services was increased compared with that of control subjects and national averages during the study year, but was consistent with other rheumatic disorders such as osteoarthritis and low back pain. Medication usage was limited and seemed appropriate. Very high hospitalization rates were noted prior to diagnosis of fibrositis, both for musculoskeletal and non-musculoskeletal hospitalizations, but these rates dropped during the post-diagnosis study year.